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AGENDA 

 
9:00 - 9:15  

Welcome | Breakfast snacks | Prayer 
 

9:15-10:00  
Session I – Meet The Body of Christ @ FCCBradford                                                                                                                                                                       

Vision & Mission  |  Statement of Faith  |  The Law & The Gospel  |  The Value of Prayer 
 
 

10:00 - 10:15  
Break 

 
 

10:15-11:00  
Session II - Meet New Members 

 Journey of Faith  |  Previous Ministry Experience  |  Why join FCCB? 
 
 

11:00 -11:15  
Break 

 
 

11:15-12:00  
Session III - Meet FCCB: Our Vision  |  Our Mission 

Peter Mills: Moderator 
DOWNreach of God’s word 

UPreach of prayer, praise and worship: Scott Higgins, Chair of Music Team 
INreach of love, care and discipleship: Mark Soucy, Senior Deacon 

OUTreach of mercy, grace and compassion: Marilyn Crosby, Chair of Christian Outreach 
 

The FCCB Teams: Diaconate | Music | Finance | Property | Christian Outreach | Standing Comm.  
 
 

Closing Hymn of praise: 
The Doxology 

You’re Perfect law exposes me, I feel my sin and desperate need. 
My best good works are powerless, to satisfy Your righteousness. 

 
But there is One who lived for me, His life my only victory. 

His death forever sealed in time, that I am His and He is mine! 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessing flow, praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him, above, ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son & Holy Ghost! Amen!  
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9:15-10:00  

Session I – Meet The Body of Christ @ FCCBradford 
DOWNreach: Pastor Danny:  

Vision & Mission  |  Statement of Faith  |  The Law & The Gospel  |  The Value of Prayer 
 
1. Vision & Mission: Our Four Pillars  |  Our Four Reaches  
 
I. VISION: OUR FOUR PILLARS: 
We, the First Church of Christ, Bradford exist to be… 
Rooted in The Bible: First Church of Christ acknowledges as its sole Head, Jesus Christ, and holds as 
truth the doctrine of the Trinity: God as Father and Creator, Jesus as the Son and Savior, and the Holy 
Spirit as Guide and Comforter. We further acknowledge as kindred in Christ all who share this 
confession. We adhere to the Word of God in Scriptures and in the direction of the Holy Spirit to prosper 
our redemptive mission in the world.   
Therefore…We value God’s authoritative love over our lives and our joyful submission to His word, 
wisdom and salvation, that is declared by the power of the Holy Spirit from the (1)scriptures alone, by 
(2)grace alone, through (3)faith alone, on account of (4)the merits of Jesus Christ alone, for (5)the 
glory of God alone. The Lordship of our Triune God is proclaimed over this congregation through God’s 
two words: Law & Gospel, that sets the captives free, by the finished work of Jesus Christ, so that we 
experience God’s inexhaustible grace for an exhausted world.   
 
Connected to the Past: We claim as our own the faith of the historic Church expressed in the ancient 
creeds and reclaimed in the basic insights of the Protestant Reformers.  
Therefore…We value our union with the historic Christian faith - once for all, delivered to the saints, 
recaptured by our Protestant forefathers (5 Sola’s of the Reformation, above) and experienced 
throughout the years since the founding of FCC in 1682. We are inherently united to the universal (all-
time), the global (in our world), the local (in our community) and this present(our FCCB family) Body of 
Christ.  
  
Relevant in the Present: We accept the responsibility to make this faith our own in the reality of worship 
and in the expression of our mission and ministry, locally and into the world. In accordance with the 
teachings of Jesus, we recognize two sacraments: Baptism and Holy Communion. Our very existence is to 
serve God by providing all people an opportunity for Christian worship, education, fellowship, pastoral 
care and mission within the spirit of Christian love. 
Therefore…We value flexibility and creativity to contextualize the unchanging, ancient message of Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified, for the forgiveness of sins, raised from the dead to give new life, and the 
doctrine of justification by grace through faith in Jesus. We are not compelled to make this gospel 
relevant by pragmatics, but to help all see just how relevant God already is, by His Word and Spirit. This 
is our passion, locally and globally. 
 
Hopeful for the Future: As we continue to live by faith in the precious promises of God's Grace that are 
in Jesus Christ, we trust that the Lord will guide us as we move forward and bless our future, as He has 
our 335 years past! Soli Deo Gloria! All Glory and Honor to our God, through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
Therefore…We value building God-enthralled, Christ-centered, Spirit-filled ministry in the present so 
that we can pass God’s calling on to those in the future. Our driving passions are: a humble excellence in 
all we believe and do, strategize prayerfully, plan specifically, execute efficiently though a less is more, 
good is the enemy of great, mentality.           
 
MISSION: OUR FOUR REACHES: (more in session 3) 
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2. STATEMENT OF FAITH  
ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. There is one only living and true God, the Creator, Preserver and Governor of the Universe; a 
Being self-existent, independent and unchangeable; infinite in power, wisdom, holiness, justice, 
goodness and truth. 
2. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were written by holy men as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost, and are an infallible rule of faith and practice. 
3. God exists as revealed in the Scriptures, in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost; 
and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory. 
4. God made all things for himself, and governs them according to the counsel of His own will; the 
principles and administration of His government being perfectly holy, just and good. 
5. The first human pair were made upright, and constituted the general representatives of the whole 
human family; but they sinned against God by eating of the forbidden fruit, and in consequence of 
their apostasy all their descendants are alienated from God and opposed to his law, till renewed by 
the Holy Spirit. 
6. The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, who being God as well as man, has made atonement 
for sin, in view of which pardon is freely offered to all, and God can be just and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus. 
7. Repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ is the immediate duty of every 
sinner; and they who are effectually called by the Holy Spirit, and accept of salvation, will be 
preserved to God’s eternal kingdom of glory in heaven. 
8. Under the Christian dispensation, the ordinances of the church are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  
Believers and households are proper subjects for baptisms; and all who are truly penitent and 
believing in Christ are proper candidates for the Lord’s Supper. 
9. There will be a general resurrection, both of the just and of the unjust, and a day of judgment in 
which the Lord Jesus Christ will award to every accountable creature according to his deeds.  The 
wicked will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. 
 
THE CHURCH COVENANT 
         In the presence of God, angels and men, you do now solemnly avouch the Lord Jehovah, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be your God, the object of your supreme love and your 
portion forever.  You cordially acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ in all his mediatorial offices, as 
Prophet, Priest and King, to be your only Saviour; and the Holy Ghost to be your only sanctifier, 
comforter and guide.  You humbly and cheerfully devote yourself to God in the everlasting covenant 
of his grace, consecrating all your powers and faculties, with all that you possess, to his service; 
promising through the assistance of his Spirit, that you will give diligent attendance on his word and 
ordinances, seek the honor and interest of his kingdom, and, henceforth, denying all ungodliness and 
every worldly lust, live soberly, righteously and godly in the world. 
You also cordially join yourself to this church, as a true church of Christ, engaging to submit to its 
government and discipline, to strive earnestly for its purity, peace and enlargement, and to walk with 
its members in all charity, faithfulness and circumspection. 
We, then, the members of this Church, receive you affectionately to our communion, promising you 
our prayers, our Christian sympathy and our love; engaging on our part also to walk with you in all 
becoming watchfulness, kindness and fidelity; hoping that you and we shall become more and more 
conformed to the example of our divine Master, till we come at last to the perfection of holiness in 
the kingdom of his glory.  AMEN. 
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III. Membership 
1. adherent of a particular group. Somebody who belongs to and participates in a particular 

group by birth or choice. Individual part. A separate and distinct part of a whole. 
Matthew 28 | Romans 12 | 1 Corinthians 12 

               
“Church membership is not primarily for recruiting volunteers to make ministries run better. 
Church membership is a commitment to help one another make it to heaven. I do not want the 
church to be satisfied with (just) well-staffed nurseries and clean facilities but to push toward the 
goal of presenting each member complete in Christ.  
- Bob Johnson, 9 Marks Ministries 
 
“Avoid making your previous church the villain and your new church the only place where 
God’s Shekinah glory dwells.” – Josh Hedger 
 
“I don’t want a church that serves my preferences. I want a church that gives me Jesus and 
makes me want to serve His.” -- JP Wilbanks 
 
The “One Another’s” in the NT  
 
 
IV. THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL 
This is the lens through which we read and interpret the Bible. To see these headings clearly is to 
capture the essence of Christianity. To confuse these categories is to obscure the Bible and lose 
the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ.  
This is the distinct lens in which we discern God’s work of killing & raising to new life.(2 Cor 3) 
 
"When God gives orders and tells us what will happen if we fail to obey those orders 
perfectly, that is in the category of what the reformers, following the biblical text, called 
law. When God promises freely, providing for us because of Christ's righteousness the 
status he demands of us, this is in the category of gospel. It is good news from start to 
finish. The Bible includes both, and the reformers were agreed that the Scriptures 
taught clearly that the law, whether Old or New Testament commands, was not 
eliminated for the believer (those from a Dispensational background may notice a 
difference here). Nevertheless, they insisted that nothing in this category of law could be 
a means of justification or acceptance before a holy God ... The law comes, not to 
reform the sinner nor to show him or her the "narrow way" to life, but to crush the 
sinner's hopes of escaping God's wrath through personal effort or even cooperation. All 
of our righteousness must come from someone else-someone who has fulfilled the law's 
demands. Only after we have been stripped of our "filthy rags" of righteousness (Isa. 
64:6)- our fig leaves through which we try in vain to hide our guilt and shame-can we be 
clothed with Christ's righteousness. First comes the law to proclaim judgment and 
death, then the gospel to proclaim justification and life. One of the clearest 
presentations of this motif is found in Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. In the sixteenth 
century, the issue of law and grace was more clearly dealt with than at almost any other 
time since the apostles." 
- Modern Reformation Good News: The Gospel for Christians (May/June 2003) 
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• The law only and always demands, never gives. The gospel only and always gives, never 

demands.  
• "The Law is for the proud and the Gospel for the brokenhearted." - Martin Luther 
• “Ignorance of the distinction between the Law and Gospel is one of the principle sources 

of all the abuses which corrupt and still corrupt Christianity.” –Theodore Beza. 
• “The law is good in its relentless reminder that we can't do it. The gospel is good in its 

relentless reminder that Jesus did it for us.”  
• Jesus doesn't soften or weaken the law. He enhances it so that we will finally give up and 

see that apart from him we don't have a shot!  
• The law of God demands perfection. The gospel of God declares perfect all who trust in 

Jesus.  
• The law demands that we do it all; the gospel declares that Jesus paid it all.  
• The way of God's grace becomes indispensable only when we see that the way of God's 

law is inflexible.  
• The law says cursed, the gospel says blessed. The law says slave, the gospel says son. 

The law says guilty, the gospel says forgiven. – Tullian Tchividjian 
• "The gospel solves a problem that we don't even know we have apart from the law." 

Mike Horton  
Romans  |  Galatians  |  Ephesians  
 
V. THE VALUE OF PRAYER 
 
 
The Membership Packet: 

• Articles of Faith 
• Membership Covenant 
• By-Laws (Revised February 9, 2014) 

FAQ’s on Church Membership 
• Scripture (p1-4) 
• Expectations (p4-6) 
• Benefits (p6-7) 

 
 

10:15 – 11:00 
Session II – Meet New Members 

Steve Swartz  |  Jeanne Swartz  |  Maria Baudler  |  Michael Ovalle  |  Daniel Robinson 
 
 
 

11:15-12:00  
Session III - Meet FCCB: Our Vision  |  Our Mission 

Peter Mills: Moderator 
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2018 OFFICERS AND MINISTRY TEAMS 

OFFICERS: 
Pastor:  Daniel A. Ovalle 
Moderator:  Peter Mills 
Clerk:  Susan Bergeron 
Treasurer:  Linda Cunningham 
Asst. Treasurer:  Kammy Lanza 
Financial Secretary:  Linda Caruso 
Asst. Financial Secretary:  Martha Kelleher 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
Pastor:  Daniel A. Ovalle 
Moderator:  Peter Mills  
Clerk:  Susan Bergeron 
Chairpersons of: 
Deaconate: Mark Soucy 
Finance: Mike Lanza 
Property: Marc Johnson   
 
STANDING COMMITTEE  
Pastor:  Daniel A. Ovalle 
Moderator:  Peter Mills (Chair) 
Clerk: Susan Bergeron 
Chairpersons of: (To be voted on at first committee meeting) 
Christian Outreach: Marilyn Crosby 
Deaconate: Mark Soucy 
Finance: Mike Lanza 
Music: Scott Higgins 
Property: Marc Johnson 
 
DEACONATE (9) 
Gil Malfatti – Tony Lucies – Mark Soucy 
Joyce LaRosa – Nancy Murphy – Ellen Soucy 
Susan Bergeron – Fran Webber  - Linda Caruso 
 
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH (6)  
Bob Forisso – Elizabeth Mungwazi – Marilyn Crosby 
Ellen Soucy – Barron Tenney – Jeannie Tenney 
 
FINANCE (4) (Treasurer & Financial Secretary, Ex Officio) 
Linda Cunningham (Treasurer) 
Linda Caruso (Financial Secretary) 
Kammy Lanza - Scott Higgins – Mike Lanza – Martha Kelleher  

 
MUSIC (3)  
Scott Higgins – Lauren Webber   
 
PROPERTY (4)  
Linda Caruso – Marc Johnson – Mark Soucy - Mark Murphy 
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